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or appointed thereby. But as it is now, by that Act, erected into a Court
of Record, and an appeal is given from it to His Majesty and it is made
a Court of Criminal Jurisdiction for the purpose of hearing, trying,
determining and punishing offences committed in the collection ot the
revenues, I must submit to your Honourable Board whether it is not
become necessary to take into consideration by whom and in what manner
that justice, which is now of a criminal as well as civil nature, should be
administered, and this leads me to remind you more particularly that
the rules and regulations, already formed by you, relate only to civil
suits, and that there are none which will apply to the new criminal
jurisdiction now given to the Court.
[13] I have before mentioned that I have hitherto carried on the
business of the court in the usual manner, but as some time has now-
elapsed since the arrival of the new Act of Parliament I thought it my
duty to inform you of what relates to mjself, as it is connected as well
with your public acts as my own, and to remind you of the necessity of
making provisions with regard to the court.
[14] I shall for the same reasons, which have prevailed on me to the
present time, still continue to go on with the civil department of the
court, but must decline hearing, trying and determining on any complaints
of a criminal nature, should any such be preferred to the court, both
because there are no rules laid down for proceedings in such cases and
because I do not know it was your intention that I should, the holding
such jurisdiction being totally different, in its nature and consequences,
from that which you have commissioned me to execute.
[15] I must request that the consideration of these matters may be
brought before your Honourable Board on as early a day as your pro-
ceedings will, with convenience, admit.
I have the honor to be,
Honourable Sir and Sirs,
Calcutta,                                            Your very obedient humble servant,
8th August 1783.                                                    E. Impey.
I have been obliged to [delay] the sending in this letter as Mr. Bayne
desired to consult his papers, at Baugnan, before he swore to his affidavit.
ENCLOSURE 3
Select Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors of the
East India Company.
Calcutta grd April 1779
Gentlemen,
[i]   In   reviewing  the   proceedings   of  the  Governor   General   and
Council in their Revenue Department there is one subject which, I con-
; deserves the particular attention of the Court of Directors.   I take